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1 Introduction 

The undersigned coalition of Asian American Organizations (“Coalition”), consisting of 51 

undersigned Asian American Organizations representing over 10,000 members and over 1,600 

individuals, jointly file this Administrative Complaint against the Department of Commerce and 

the Census Bureau for unlawful racial discrimination against Asian Americans in the 2020 

census questionnaire, pursuant to the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution 

and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

The race question in 2020 Census questionnaire is discriminatory against Asian Americans 

and Pacific Islanders (hereafter simply referred to as Asian Americans). It treats Asian 

Americans differently from White, African American, and American Indian/Alaska Native 

persons. While other races have a general racial category (for example, “White” or “African 

American”) followed by a write-in area for the origin, Asian Americans do not have a general 

racial category for “Asian American” to choose from but are forced to check a box that lists their 

specific origins (e.g. Japanese, Filipino, Samoan, etc.). 
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Without a general racial category, terms like Japanese and Filipino can refer to foreign 

nationals instead of the ethnic origins of Asian Americans, reinforcing the “perpetual foreigner” 

stereotype that Asian Americans have been bearing for more than a century. Singling out Asians 

as inferior foreign aliens began in the 1870 census questionnaire amidst anti-Chinese sentiment, 

which led to the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act. After 150 years, it is time to stop this unjust and 

hurtful legacy.  

Moreover, the practice of singling out Asian Americans on the census questionnaire sets a bad 

example for federal and state government agencies, legitimizing the collection of national origin 

data of only Asian Americans (Asian Data Disaggregation initiatives). It sparks fear of ethnic 

discrimination among Asian Americans and needs to be addressed immediately.  

The Census Bureau should take immediate action to amend the 2020 census questionnaire to 

treat Asian Americans equally. If it is not feasible due to time constraint, the Census Bureau 

should make an official statement explaining the issue with the current race question and 

showing its commitment to address it in the next cycle. In addition, the Census Bureau must 

alleviate the negative impact of its practice by informing federal and state government agencies 

that the census race question should not be used in its current format in daily operations.  

Even after repeated requests, the Census Bureau is unwillingness to make an official 

statement, allowing the discriminatory census form to fuel the Asian Data Disaggregation 

movement, undermining the constitutional rights of Asian Americans. 

The Asian American community holds the Census Bureau in high regard as an exemplary 

federal agency. However, we have been sorely disappointed by its reluctance to address our 

simple request to issue a written statement. We file this complaint to show the Census Bureau the 

scale and negative impact of this issue.  

The representatives of the Coalition for the purpose of this Complaint are Yuan Li and Helen 

Yang from the Asian Americans for Equal Rights (AAER) with the following contact 

information. 
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                   Mailing address: Asian Americans for Equal Rights 

P.O. Box 120699 

Boston, MA 02112 

                   Email: yuan.li@asianamericans4equalrights.org 

                   Phone: 978-494-xxxx 

2 Background 

2.1 Census Questionnaire Wrongfully Singles out Asian Americans 

The race question in the 2020 census form wrongfully singles out Asian Americans and 

Pacific Islanders. Instead of having a general racial category (“Asian American”), or two 

categories for “Asian American” and “Pacific Islander” similar to other races, the census 

questionnaire lists checkboxes: “Chinese”, “Vietnamese”, “Asian Indian”, etc.  

Asian Americans face the trauma of being treated as foreigners in their own land. The race 

question is worded and formatted in a discriminatory and alienating way, provoking racial 

trauma stemmed from centuries of discrimination against Asian Americans.  

2.2 Legacy of the Chinese Exclusion Act 

Asian Americans have a long history of facing racial discrimination, most notably the Chinese 

Exclusion Act of 1882.  

The first Asian origin box, Chinese, was added to the 1870 census, coinciding with 

Sinophobic hysteria and the passage of several anti-Asian laws. While the Naturalization Act of 

1870 extended citizenship rights to African Americans, it barred Chinese immigrants from 

naturalization on the grounds that they could not assimilate into American society. Five years 

later, the Page Act of 1875 effectively prevented Chinese women from entering the U.S., leading 

to the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. Later, all immigrants from Asian countries were banned 

from entering the U.S. in the Immigration Act of 1924. More boxes for different countries of 

origin, such as for Japanese (1890), Koreans (1930), and Filipinos (1930), were added during the 
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Asian exclusion era. These country of origin boxes were created to count those of Asian heritage 

not as equal beings, but as unassimilable aliens.   

According to the History Channel: 

The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 was the first significant law restricting immigration into 

the United States. Those on the West Coast were especially prone to attribute declining wages 

and economic ills on the despised Chinese workers. Although the Chinese composed only 0.002 

percent of the nation’s population, Congress passed the exclusion act to placate worker demands 

and assuage prevalent concerns about maintaining white ‘racial purity.’ 

The statute of 1882 suspended Chinese immigration for ten years and declared the Chinese as 

ineligible for naturalization. Chinese workers already in the country challenged the 

constitutionality of the discriminatory act, but their efforts failed. The act was renewed in 1892 

for another ten years, and in 1902 Chinese immigration was made permanently illegal. The 

legislation had proved effective, and the Chinese population in the United States sharply declined. 

American experience with Chinese exclusion spurred later movements for immigration 

restriction against other “undesirable” groups such as Middle Easterners, Hindu and East Indians, 

and the Japanese. The Chinese themselves remained ineligible for citizenship until 1943. 

During the sixty years when the Chinese Exclusion Act was in effect, Chinese Americans 

were unable to bring their families to the U.S. Some waited for decades to reunite with their 

families and their American-born children could not obtain American citizenship. 

2.3 Census Bureau and the Japanese American Internment in World War II 

The Census Bureau was instrumental in another case of racial discrimination against Asian 

Americans: the internment of Japanese Americans in World War II.  In 1942, shortly after the 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, forcing over 

110,000 people of Japanese descent into concentration camps. 62% of them were U.S. citizens.  

The Census Bureau assisted the internment effort by providing the Secret Service with the 

neighborhood data of Japanese Americans in California and six other states, as well as names 

and addresses of Japanese Americans in the Washington D.C. area. Though the Census Bureau is 
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legally forbidden to share individual names and addresses with other government agencies, the 

Second War Powers Act of 1942 granted an exception. Nine of the ten camps were shut down by 

the end of 1945, but the last camp was not closed until March 1946. 

In 2000, Dr. Kenneth Prewitt, then the Census Bureau Director, apologized for the Bureau’s 

release of neighborhood data during the war. In 2007, a study of Department of Commerce 

documents further revealed that the Census Bureau provided “microdata”, i.e. the names and 

addresses, of Japanese Americans in the Washington D.C. area to facilitate internment. 

2.4 Census Continues to Perpetuate Racial Discrimination 

Such instances of racial discrimination and civil rights violation have imposed hardships on 

Asian Americans for generations and led to fear of racial profiling and discrimination. The 

Census Bureau, perhaps without knowing until recently, continues to perpetuate racial 

discrimination against Asian Americans by singling them out in the census questionnaire. This 

violates the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution and Title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964, causing heavy psychological burden and stress to Asian Americans. 

The coalition stresses the role that the census document plays in spreading and perpetuating 

harmful racial stereotypes. The Asian American community is haunted by a “perpetual 

foreigner” prejudice—constantly being questioned “where are you really from”, as if America is 

not their home (see 0). The current census race question is treating Asian Americans as 

foreigners, again, --“Are you Chinese, Japanese or Korean?” while treating other racial groups as 

Americans first.  

The census in its current format is a powerful weapon of alienation in 2020 and beyond. The 

"perpetual foreigners" stereotype has negatively impacted the lives, mental health, identity, and 

career opportunities of Asian Americans (see Appendix 2). Being constantly asked "where are 

you really from?" or “What type of Asian are you?” is profoundly disempowering, suggesting 

"you are not American, not one of us." The perception of "otherism" burdens Asian Americans in 

running for public office, social networking, and seeking career advancement. In 2020, federal 

and state governments, along with community organizations, will spend millions to promote the 

census. The image of the race question will be on newspapers, social media, and TV 
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advertisements. It will be a state-sponsored alienation campaign targeting Asian Americans, with 

irreversible damage.  

Worse still, the census questionnaire has been used to justify the Asian Data Disaggregation 

movement across the nation (see Section 4), directly threatening the privacy and rights of Asian 

Americans and triggering fear of discrimination based on country of origin. 

It is unjustifiable to further harm Asian Americans, even unintentionally, after facing 

historical discrimination. The Census Bureau should remove these checkboxes as soon as 

possible so that the Asian American community can be treated equally. 

3 Lack of Action from Census Bureau 

3.1 Asian Americans Voice Concerns 

The Asian American Community has made a significant amount of effort to voice our 

concerns. Our efforts include but are not limited to the following: 

• Asian Americans and their allies submitted nearly 10,000 public comments on 2020 

census on federal registry (83 FR 26643, regulation.gov) (see section 3.2); 

• Community leaders have sent letters to the Census Bureau and the Department of 

Commerce among others (see Appendix 4); 

• Community leaders have visited Washington D.C. to meet with the Census Bureau 

and other leaders (see Appendix 5); 

• Community leaders have worked with academics, attorneys and state legislators to 

voice our concerns (see Appendix 6-9); 
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• A petition named “Remove sub-Asian boxes on Census Form 2020! Stop racist anti-

Asian anti-immigrant legacy!” on change.org has garnered more than 56,000 

signatures as of April 25, 20191. 

Yuan Li and Helen Yang of the Asian Americans for Equal Right (AAER) have been in 

conversations with the Census Bureau since May 2018. Chief Karen Battle of the Populations 

Division has served as our primary point of contact. Chief Battle has demonstrated ultimate 

intelligence, professionalism and empathy, for which we are truly grateful.  

However, the Census Bureau as a federal agency has not yet taken any action to address this 

matter with any official document or announcement. 

3.2 Public Comments on Asian Checkboxes 

In 2018, the Census Bureau posted a Federal Register notice (83 FR 26643) to collect public 

comments with regard to the 2020 Census questionnaire and data collection operation. Asian 

American individuals and organizations as well as their allies of all races took the opportunity to 

express their concerns. 

The Census Bureau has provided a summary and analysis of the comments2. According to the 

analysis of the census bureau (see table below), “In particular, there were nearly 10,000 

comments— 6.4 percent—requesting the removal of checkboxes to identify Asian countries of 

origin.”. 

                                                

1 This petition was removed from change.org as of June 3rd, 2019 without notifying the owner of the petition due 

to possible censorship. This is the original link: https://www.change.org/p/president-of-the-united-states-remove-

sub-asian-boxes-on-census-form-2020-stop-racist-anti-asian-anti-immigrant-legacy 

2 https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=USBC-2018-0005-79003 

https://www.change.org/p/president-of-the-united-states-remove-sub-asian-boxes-on-census-form-2020-stop-racist-anti-asian-anti-immigrant-legacy
https://www.change.org/p/president-of-the-united-states-remove-sub-asian-boxes-on-census-form-2020-stop-racist-anti-asian-anti-immigrant-legacy
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=USBC-2018-0005-79003


 

 9 

 

It is also worth noting that comments submitted by organizations represent hundreds or even 

thousands of people. For example, Asian Americans for Equal Rights (AAER) submitted a letter 

on behalf of 41 organizations representing over 6,000 people (see the list of organizations in 

Error! Reference source not found.).  

3.3 Requests for Action 

Our requests are threefold. 

First, the Census Bureau should take immediate action to amend the 2020 Census to treat 

Asian Americans equally. The proposal has a uniform format that treats Asian Americans the 

same as other racial groups (Pacific Islander and Native Hawaiian category not presented due to 

space limit).   
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Second, failing a change in 2020, the Census Bureau should make an official statement 

explaining the issue with the current race question and showing its commitment to address it in 

the 2030 census. 

Lastly, the Census Bureau should make an immediate effort to inform federal and state 

agencies that the census questionnaire should not be used to collect country of origin data for 

Asian Americans. 

The Census Bureau has shown no inclination to address this issue. 

3.4 Proposed Uniform Formats in 2015 National Content Test 

To its credit, the Census Bureau did make an attempt to format the race question uniformly 

across races.  The 2015 National Content Test showed two alternative formats being tested (see 

below), both of which treated Asian Americans the same as the other races. 
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Either format would have been acceptable to Asian Americans. The equitable race question 

was assessed in the context of combining the ethnicity and race questions (combined format), 

however, according to Duke University economist Dr. Frank Sloan’s testimony (see Appendix 

6), “Even though this test result was based on a combined race and ethnicity question, it provides 

sufficient information on how [Asian American] persons would respond to the question format I 

am proposing. There is no need for another full testing cycle.” 

Despite our expert testimony, we are willing to accept the position that any change in race 

question has to use a full test cycle. All we ask for is an official statement from the Census 

Bureau about plans to change the race form. This reasonable and modest request has been 

ignored. 

4 Asian Checkboxes on Census Questionnaire Sets Bad Precedent 

4.1 Nation-wide Asian Data Disaggregation Movement Triggers Fear 
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In the last eight years, many federal and state government agencies have adopted the Census 

questionnaire in their operations, in many cases despite bitter fights from local Asian American 

communities, directly threatening the privacy and equal opportunity rights of Asian Americans. 

In other words, the Census Bureau has set a bad precedent for federal agencies, states and private 

entities by saying that it is legitimate to single out Asian Americans, fueling the invasive 

nationwide Asian Data Disaggregation movement, and triggering anger and fear in the 

community. 

Asian Americans have rallied to fight against Asian Data Disaggregation at the federal and 

state level. Below is an incomplete list. 

1. Residents of Massachusetts fought against proposed bill H.3361 in 2017 and 2018. It took 

multiple protests and over one thousand people testifying against at the hearing to defeat it 

but a new bill H.2681 was introduced in 2019. See Section 4.2 and Appendix 2. 

2. Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac adopted a new mortgage form in 2018 that singles out Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders. Community leaders have made complaints to Fannie 

Mae, Freddie Mac and the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB). See Section 

4.3).  

3. Minnesota passed Asian Data Disaggregation Bill SF2597 in 2016. See Section 4.4 for an 

example in the form of the Death Certificate. 

4. Washington State passed Asian Data Disaggregation Bill HB1541 in 2016. See Section 

4.5 for an example in the form of a daycare registration form. 

5. Rhode Island passed Asian Data Disaggregation Bill S0439 in 2017. 

6. New York State proposed Asian Data Disaggregation Bill A7352 in 2017. 

7. New York City passed 251-A and 551-A in 2016. 

8. California passed Asian Data Disaggregation Bill AB1726 in 2016. 

9. Hawaii passed HB2174 in 2012, the first case of Asian Data Disaggregation. 

The Minnesota Death certificate (in Section 4.4) and the Washington State daycare form 

(Section 4.5) illustrate the outrageous absurdity of this practice. 

4.2 Massachusetts Fought Against Asian Data Disaggregation Bill H.3361 
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On January 30, 2018, over one thousand Massachusetts residents, predominantly Asian 

Americans, gathered in the State House to oppose the proposed Bill H.3361, which directed state 

agencies to collect the country of origin data from Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, but no 

other races. This bill immediately sparked anger among the Asian American community, who 

feared potential profiling based their countries of origin. 

Bill H.3361 states:  

Notwithstanding any General Law or Special Law to the contrary, all state agencies, quasi-

state agencies, entities created by state statute and sub-divisions of state agencies shall identify 

Asian American and Pacific Islanders as defined by the United States Census Bureau in all 

data collected as part any and all types of data collection, reporting or verification; provided 

further that, the five largest Asian American and Pacific Islander ethnic groups residing in the 

Commonwealth shall have individually reported data as part of the total Asian American Pacific 

Islander reporting. 

Massachusetts residents organized opposition against Bill H.3361, culminating in over 1,000 

people attending the hearing at the State House3. 

Appendix 2 detailed the extraordinary effort that Asian Americans and their allies put in to 

fight H.3361. This wastes Americans’ time and resources, which could have been used to 

strengthen our economy, serve our communities, or simply enjoy our lives. 

While Bill H.3661 was defeated in early 2018, it was soon replaced by Bill H.4408, which 

would establish a special commission investigating the possibility of collecting disaggregated 

race data. In early 2019, a new data disaggregation bill, H.2681, was introduced. Here is an 

excerpt to demonstrate how Census form is inappropriately copied: 

Every government agency that collects demographic data as to the race or ethnicity of 

residents of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, shall use separate collection and tabulations 

for the following: (i) each major Asian group, as reported by the United States Census Bureau, 

                                                

3 https://www.telegram.com/news/20180131/mass-asian-american-data-collection-bill-sparks-fears-of-profiling 

https://www.telegram.com/news/20180131/mass-asian-american-data-collection-bill-sparks-fears-of-profiling
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including but not limited to, Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Korean, Vietnamese, Asian Indian, 

Laotian, Cambodian, Bangladeshi, Hmong, Indonesian, Malaysian, Pakistani, Sri Lankan, 

Taiwanese, Nepalese, Burmese, Tibetan, and Thai; …  

These bills waste taxpayer money by duplicating the efforts of the Census Bureau without the 

scientific approaches and privacy protections that the Census provides. Once again it illustrates 

the need for the Census Bureau to educate federal, state and local agencies about not using the 

census race question in daily operation.  

4.3 Asian Data Disaggregation in Mortgage Form 1003 

At the federal level, the mortgage form is one example of Asian Data Disaggregation. In 

2017, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac released the new version of the mortgage form (Form 1003), 

collecting the country of origin for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders only.  

 

The instruction for Form 1003 (https://www.fanniemae.com/content/guide_form/1003rev.pdf) 

states: “When an application is taken in person and an applicant elects not to provide some or all 

of this information, federal law requires the lender to note the applicant's sex, ethnicity, and race 

on the form, based on the lender's visual observation or the applicant's surname. To aid in 

identifying applicants who may be of Hispanic ethnicity and who elect not to self-identify, the 

https://www.fanniemae.com/content/guide_form/1003rev.pdf
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lender may wish to consult the list of Spanish surnames developed by the U.S. Bureau of the 

Census.”  

Since the country of origin is part of race for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, the 

lender is presumably required to note the country of origin for Asian Americans and Pacific 

Islanders based on visual observations or surname. This once again proves the damage of 

singling out Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders–it creates the need for one set of instructions 

to cover Asian Americans and another to cover other races. 

Since the information collected on the mortgage form is directly tied to each individual, it 

opens the door for discrimination based on race and country of origin and threatens the financial 

well-being of Asian Americans. 

On October 19th, 2017, Asian Americans for Equal Rights (AAER), Chinese American 

Association of Andover (CAAA), and Chinese Americans of Lexington (CALex) sent letters to 

Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to voice the concern and received responses from both 

organizations.  

On November 7th, Fannie Mae opened a case (case number 00109103) and pointed out that it 

simply followed the directives from the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), 

specifically, the 2015 Home Mortgage Disclosure Act Final Rule, Regulation C4. Beginning on 

page 676, entitled "APPENDIX TO PART 1003 – FORM AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR DATA 

COLLECTION ON ETHNICITY, RACE, AND SEX.", subsection 9 (iii) "Race – Aggregate 

categories and subcategories" on page 679 lists the race categories and subcategories required by 

the new rule and instructs lenders to report each race aggregate category and subcategory 

selected by the applicant. 

On January 7th, 2018, AAER, CAAA, and CALex sent letters to Mick Mulvaney, Director of 

the CFPB, and Mary McLeod, General Counsel, and filed a case with the CFPB (case number 

180410-3023542). Eliot Ponte from the Regulations Department and a representative from the 

                                                

4 http://files.consumerfinance.gov/f/201510_cfpb_final-rule_home-mortgage-disclosure_regulation-c.pdf 

http://files.consumerfinance.gov/f/201510_cfpb_final-rule_home-mortgage-disclosure_regulation-c.pdf
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Office of Community Affairs called to explain that the CFPB regulations simply followed the 

same format as the Census form. This underscores the importance for the Census Bureau to 

inform other agencies that the census question should not be blindly copied. 

4.4 Minnesota Death Certificate 

The State of Minnesota applied data disaggregation on the death certificate for Asian 

Americans, Pacific Islanders, and African Americans. Yet, the disaggregation did not apply to 

white people, which makes up 84% of the population in the state. It is very considerate for the 

State of Minnesota to offer an end-to-end solution for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders to 

be treated as foreigners throughout their lives and at death.  
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4.5 Washington State Daycare Form 

Data disaggregation reaches a fever pitch with this daycare registration form from the State of 

Washington. Caucasians, which include those of European/Middle Eastern/North African 

descent, make up 77% of the state’s population, but have only one check box. On the other hand, 

Asian Americans, who make up less than 8% of the population, have more than 20 checkboxes.   
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5 Bipartisan Support for Equal Rights for Asian Americans 

During their fight against Asian Data Disaggregation, Asian Americans and their allies have 

received overwhelming support and empathy from both liberals and conservatives.  

When hundreds of Asian Americans protested against the proposed bill H.3361 outside the 

NCSL (National Conference of State Legislators) in Boston in 2017, state legislators from both 

parties expressed shock and empathy. Many were quick to blame the issue on the other party, but 

in reality, this is not a partisan issue. This is a long-overdue matter of correcting historical 

wrongs and restoring dignity to over twenty million Asian Americans. This is an opportunity for 

both parties to agree on something and to bring the country together instead of driving it further 

apart. 

Letter from Massachusetts State Senator Dean Tran 

Massachusetts State Senator Dean Tran, a Vietnamese American, wrote a letter to 

Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healy, to bring the Census race box issue to her attention 

(see Appendix 7). Senator Tran also carboned copied political leaders from both parties 

including U.S. Senators and Representatives from Massachusetts, the Governor, the Lieutenant 

Governor, and the Massachusetts Secretary of State.  

In his letter, Senator Tran said,  

“I have spent my entire life fighting discrimination and segregation, and can say with 

certainty that the census question as proposed, about race identification, does nothing but remind 

me of my painful experiences.” 

Letter from Connecticut Attorney General William Tong 

Connecticut Attorney General William Tong, while serving as the State Representative and 

Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, wrote letters to all seven members of congressional 

delegation from Connecticut at the time: Senator Richard Blumenthal, Senator Christopher 

Murphy, Congressman Joe Courtney, Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro, Congresswoman 
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Elizabeth Etsy, Congressman James Himes, Congressman John Larson (see Appendix 8). 

Attorney General Tong said in his letter, 

“The requirement for us to list our specific origins rather than a general racial category 

represents an attempt to alienate and divide the general Asian Pacific American Community.” 

Letter from Attorney Jay McMahon 

On March 13, 2019, Jay McMahon, the Republican candidate for Massachusetts Attorney 

General in 2018, wrote a letter to Kellyanne Conway, Counselor to the President, to bring this 

issue to her attention (see Appendix 9). 

In his letter, Attorney McMahon said, 

Asian Americans are very sensitive to this kind of specialized scrutiny and discrimination.  

This country only has to look back a little over 150 years ago to the Chinese Exclusion Act.  We 

only have to look back to 75 years ago to the internment of Japanese Americans citizens during 

World War II.  Just recently, here in Massachusetts, the House of Representatives had a bill 

before it, H3361, which mandated the specific registration of all Asian Americans living in 

Massachusetts.  It is outrageous that with the history of treatment of Asians Americans in this 

country, that in this day, and in this century, a State Legislature would even consider the Registry 

of a minority group; and in this case, a Patriotic honorable minority group, such as Asian 

American citizens.  No Hispanic minorities would tolerate this, no Arabic minorities would stand 

for this, and certainly no Muslims would be silent as to this.  Asian Americans are vocal, but they 

are not violent.  We shouted down H3361.  ...  Nonetheless, this is an insult that in this day and 

hour that we are further sub-categorizing groups of Americans in this nation. 

Our Asian American friends have asked me to reach out to you and President Trump in order 

to make an end run on this particular insult by these government Census Bureau forms. 
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6 Conclusion and Request for Relief 

The Asian race checkboxes in its current form are a legacy of the Chinese Exclusion Act that 

continues to perpetuate racial stereotypes, harming Asian Americans and fueling the nationwide 

Asian Data Disaggregation movement that directly threatens the privacy and equal rights of 

Asian Americans. 

On behalf of the undersigned organizations and individuals, we request the Census Bureau to 

issue an official statement to acknowledge the current problem with the Asian checkboxes in the 

2020 census questionnaire and make a commitment to address it in the 2030 census 

questionnaire to treat Asian Americans equally by removing the Asian checkboxes and ensuring 

uniformity across all racial categories. 

  



 

 22 

List of Organization Co-Complainants 

1 80-20 Educational Foundation 

2 AACE (Asian American Coalition for Education) 

3 American Coalition for Equality 

4 Asian American Civic Engagement Alliance 

5 Asian American Grassroots Coalition 

6 Asian American Rights Association 

7 Asian Americans for Equal Rights (AAER) 

8 BACC 

9 Boston Forward Foundation 

10 Brookline Asian American Association 

11 CALex (Chinese Americans of Lexington) 

12 Cast Vote 

13 Chenggang Hu MD inc 

14 Chinese American Alliance 

15 Chinese American Association of Andovers 

16 Chinese American Association of Bedford 

17 Chinese American Heritage Association  

18 Chinese American Network of Winchester  

19 Chinese American Parents Association at Howard County 

20 Chinese American Republicans of Massachusetts. 

21 Chinese Americans Sport Shooting Club 

22 Chinese American Sports and Community Services Association 

23 CMA Centre 

24 Convergent P@cific 

25 Fresno Acupuncture &TCM Clinic  



 

 23 

26 Goodtime Chinese School 

27 Grant Investment Management LLC 

28 Greater Philadelphia Chinese self-defense association 

29 Harvard Town Asian Group 

30 Hopkinton Chinese American Association 

31 KCCA 

32 Kingdom of Glory Christian Church 

33 LTGA Worldwide 

34 Maryland Chinese American Network 

35 Massachusetts Chinese Family Alliance  

36 MCGOP-Asian American Association  

37 New Age Sciences & Technologies, Inc. 

38 Poka Technologies LLC 

39 Rhode Island Asian American Alliance Group 

40 Shangder Academy of Classical Chinese  

41 Sharon Chinese Association 

42 Silicon Valley Chinese Association Foundation 

43 Silicon Valley Tsinghua Network 

44 Southern Connecticut Chinese School 

45 TOC Foundation  

46 TVAA  

47 Venus Chinese School 

48 Virtua Voorhees Hospital  

49 Washington Metro Consultants  

50 Yin household management 

51 ZLC Interactive 
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List of Individual Co-Complainants 

Below is a list of individuals who join the complaint, ordered by first name. Each individual has 

submitted an email address, an accuracy pledge and a digital signature, which is available upon 

request. 

Abigail Tu,  Ada,  Adam Xu,  Adam Yuan,  Aidong Chen,  Aijun ,  Alan Ge,  Alan Wang,  alex,  

Alex chen,  Alex Gu,  Alexander,  Alice Du,  Alice Tsao,  Alice Xu,  Allison Li,  Ally wang,  

Alvin cheng,  Amin,  Amy Chen,  Amy Lin,  Amy Zhang,  An Fei,  Andrea Liu,  Andrew che,  
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Xiaoshan Song,  Xiaosheng Mei,  Xiaotao Deng,  Xiaoweiâ€™ Zhang ,  Xiaoyan Yang,  

Xiaoyan Zhang ,  Xiaoyang Yeung,  Xiaoye yang,  Xiaoyin Sun,  Xiaoyong Bao,  Xiaoyu Mu,  

Xiaoyu xu,  Xiaoyun Sun,  Xiaozhen Guo,  Xiaozhu Zhou,  Ximei Peng,  Xin Chen,  Xin Chen,  

Xin Chen ,  Xin Chen ,  Xin Li,  Xin ouyang,  XIN WU,  Xin Xin ,  Xin Zhang ,  Xingang 
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Cheng,  Xingping Chen ,  XINGZHONG ZENG,  Xinhui cai,  Xinning Yang,  Xinyi Gong,  

Xinyu Zhu,  Xiujuan Zhu ,  Xiuling Liu,  Xiumei Cao,  Xiumei Huang,  xiyu zhou,  Xu Z,  Xuan 

Peng,  xuaxia,  xue fangï¼Œwu,  XUE LU,  Xue qiong Wu,  Xue Wang,  Xue Yang,  Xuegang 

ban,  Xuejie Chen,  Xuejun Deng,  Xueli Hao,  Xueliang Fan,  Xueming Xu,  Xuewei Han,  

Xueya Cai,  Xueying ,  Xueying xu,  Xueyun Shi,  Xunming Chen,  Y Cai ,  Y Chen,  Y Gao,  Y 

Zhang,  Y.K. Zhang,  Yafan Li,  Yajing Li,  Yalan Xing,  Yaling Qiu,  Yalun Zhou,  Yam Zhou ,  

Yan,  Yan Chen,  Yan Chen,  Yan Lei,  Yan Li,  Yan Li,  Yan Li,  Yan Li ,  Yan lin,  Yan ma,  

Yan Pan,  Yan Xiao,  Yan Yuan ,  Yan Zhou,  Yanan Shi ,  Yanbin song,  Yanchou Han,  

Yanfeng Yang,  Yang Chen ,  Yang Gao,  Yang Liu,  Yang liu,  Yang xiang,  Yang yu,  Yang 

zhang,  Yangfeng guo,  YANGHONG GU,  yangming cao,  Yangxue Dong,  Yangyang Liu,  

Yanhui yu,  Yani Sun,  Yanli Zhuang,  Yanliang Gu,  Yanlin Wang-Fischer ,  Yanmin Chen,  

Yanming Yin,  Yanning Wen,  YanPeng Ding,  Yantian Lu,  Yanxin Luo,  YanYan Qian ,  

Yanyan Sun,  YanYun Bu,  Yanzhang,  Yaozhong Chen,  Yaqiao Wu,  YASHAN WANG,  Ye,  

Ye Lilly,  Ye Wu,  Yelina Kwan,  Yi Fan Yang,  Yi Gao,  Yi Li,  Yi liu,  Yi Xiao,  Yi Zhang,  Yi 

Zhang,  Yi Zhao,  Yi Zhu,  Yibing Shu,  Yican ,  Yiding zheng,  Yifan Wu,  Yifeng Zhang,  

Yihui Xu,  Yijie Zhou,  Yilan Shi,  Yiliang Zhang ,  Yilin Gu ,  Yimin Wu ,  Yiming Lin,  

Yiming Zhong,  Yin Tang ,  Yin Yin,  Yin Zheng ,  Ying,  Ying Cai,  Ying Cao ,  Ying Li,  Ying 

Qin,  Ying Wang,  Ying Xu,  Ying yang,  Ying Yang,  Ying Yang ,  Ying Ye,  Ying Zhang,  

Ying Zhao,  Ying zhou,  Ying Zhou,  Yingbao lu,  Yingchao Liu,  Yingchao Liu,  Yinghua Gu,  

Yinghui Li,  Yingxia Chen,  Yining,  Yining Lu,  Yiqun Wang,  Yisong Yang,  Yiting Draper,  

Yixiong kuang,  yolanda yu,  Yong,  Yong Cai,  Yong fang,  Yong li,  Yong Miao,  Yong Sun,  

Yong Yue,  Yong Zhang,  Yonghua Yang,  Yonghua Zhang,  Yongjuan Zou,  Yongjun He,  

Yongjun Yu,  YONGLI XIAO,  yongning liu,  Yongqian Zhao,  Yongtao ji,  Yongxiang Zhang ,  

You, Zhifu ,  Yougen Li,  Youmin Wang ,  Young,  You're Mo,  Yu,  Yu Che,  Yu Gary Gu,  Yu 

Li,  Yu Mukherjee ,  Yu Shi,  Yu Sun,  Yu Wu,  Yuan  Tu,  Yuan Chen,  Yuan Lin,  Yuan Qu,  

Yuan Wei,  Yuan Yang,  Yuan Zhang,  yuanyuan liu,  Yubiao Liu,  Yubin Ge,  Yucheng Zhu ,  

Yuchuan chen,  Yue Deng,  Yue Li,  yue yang,  Yuehua Shi,  Yueqingtan ,  Yueyuan Liu,  

Yufeng li,  Yugang Liang ,  Yuhong Tian ,  Yuhuan,  Yuhui wu,  Yujian Zhang,  Yujian Zhang ,  

Yujie Chi,  Yujie Zong,  Yukun Ren ,  Yumei Fu,  Yuming Xie ,  yun liang,  Yun Long,  Yun Shi 

,  Yun Wang,  Yun Yu,  Yunfei Huang ,  Yunfeng ,  Yunhua Zhou,  Yunxiang Diao,  Yunyun 

Jiang,  Yuqian Wu,  Yurong Du,  Yusen Liu,  Yusheng,  Yusheng Qiao,  Yuting Tang,  Yuwei 

Zhu,  Yuxia zhang,  Yuxin Zhang,  Yuying Tao,  Yvonne ,  Yvonne Fu,  Yvonne Zhu,  Z Zhang,  

Z. Zheng,  Zach Zhu ,  Zarah Austin,  Zehua Xia,  Zengru Wu,  Zengzhen Hu,  zhan zheng ,  

Zhang Haiyang,  Zhangzhi Hu,  Zhao Dong,  Zhao Zhuo,  Zhaohui Fan ,  Zhaojin Song,  Zhe Xu,  

Zhen Zheng,  Zhenbang Chen,  Zheng,  zheng shi qi,  Zheng Tan,  Zheng Teng,  Zheng Tong,  

Zheng Wang,  Zheng Yan,  Zhengyi Chen,  Zhengyi Wu,  Zhengyu Zhang,  zhenping zhou,  

Zhenxing Mao ,  Zhenya Jiang,  Zhenya Li,  Zhenya Li,  Zhenyu Li,  Zhenyu Zhang,  Zhenyun 

Yang,  Zhenzhong cui,  Zhi Li,  Zhi Lin,  Zhibiao Zhao,  Zhifeng Li,  Zhigang Qin,  Zhigang 

Zhang,  Zhiguo Zhang,  Zhihong Dong,  Zhihong ren,  Zhihong Yang,  Zhihong Zhang,  Zhihua 

Tang,  Zhihui Liu,  ZHIJIAN HU,  Zhijiang dong,  Zhijie Wang,  Zhilong yang,  Zhinong Xu,  
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Zhiping Liu,  Zhiping qiu,  Zhiqiang Cui,  Zhiqiang Li,  Zhiqiang Mao,  Zhiqiang Wang,  Zhi-

Shao Liu,  Zhiyong Liang ,  Zhiyong Xu,  Zhiyong Yang,  Zhiyun Xie,  Zhong Sun,  Zhong 

Wang,  Zhong Xu,  Zhongbin Lai,  Zhongfeng Liu ,  Zhongping Zeng,  Zhongqi Zhang,  

Zhongqing You ,  Zhongren zhou,  Zhou,  Zhou Lu,  Zhou Wang,  Zhu Wang,  Zhuoyan Xie,  

Zijian Yan,  Ziqing Pan,  Ziyu,  Zongming Pan,  Zulin shi.    
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Appendix 1. Perpetual foreigners: “Where Are You Really From?” 

The Asian checkboxes on the Census form reinforces the stereotype that Asian Americans are 

perpetual foreigners.  

Asians are often considered less American than Black, White, and Native Americans. Asian 

Americans are more likely to get the question “where are you from?”, even from well-meaning 

people just try to be friendly. It shows how deeply ingrained this stereotype is, making it even 

more hurtful. If the answer is Boston, California, or Texas, they often follow up with “where you 

are really from?” 

These questions imply that Asians are not Americans, which is exactly what the Census form 

conveys: “Are you Chinese, Japanese or Korean? Where are you really from? You are just not 

one of us”. This is the same spirit that motivated the Chinese Exclusion Act.  

Asian Americans have tried different ways to deal with this kind of question. One approach is 

to reciprocate with “where are you from?” and “where are you really from?”, at which point 

many people, even though they are not indigenous Americans and must have come from 

somewhere else at some point, look genuinely puzzled: “I am an American. What are you talking 

about?” 

The point is: it is not uncommon to assume that Asians are foreigners even if they have been 

here for generations, while assuming that white people, black people and Latinos are Americans 

even if they are here for only a few years. Asian Americans ARE every bit as American as 

White, Black and Indian Americans.  

We are Americans first and foremost, not Vietnamese, Koreans or Filipinos.  
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Appendix 2. Negative Psychological Impact of Asian Checkboxes 

Below is a letter from Dr.  Myra Zhang on 2020 Asian Box. 

August 6, 2018  

Ms. Jennifer Jessup, Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer 

Department of Commerce, Room 6616  

14th and Constitution Avenue NW  

Washington, DC 20230  

(sent via internet at PRAcomments@doc.gov) 

 

Dear Ms. Jessup, 

As a Ph.D. consumer scientist who has worked in consumer cognition and perception for 

more than 10 years, I have seen overwhelming literature demonstrating the un-American biases 

toward Asian American that can be primed through simple questions such as “do you speak 

English” or “where do you come from”. I am writing this letter to testify and to strongly support 

the removal of the Asian and Pacific Islander (API) subgroup boxes.  

The MSNBC’s headline 20 years ago in the 1998 winter Olympics - “American Beats Out 

Kwan” vividly illustrated the un-American biases Asian American have experienced. Even 

Michelle Kwan, who born and raised here, and a five-time world champion representing United 

States, suffered through the implicit rejection of her “Americanness”. This un-

American/foreigner bias may not be explicit expressed due to unawareness of the individuals or 

social taboo, but can be readily measured by implicit methods such as the one demonstrated in 

Harvard’s Project Implicit Asian IAT (https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/selectatest.html, an 

open self-administered test. Among 366,706 tested between 2004 and 2015, about 50% shown 

moderate to strong association of Asian with foreign). 

The un-American/foreigner bias can be reinforced by categorizing individuals based on their 

ethnic (rather than personal) identity and by drawing attention to the ethnic identity. A study by 

Devos and Ma in 2008 is one of the examples demonstrated this effect. The study is titled “Is 

Kate Winslet more American than Lucy Liu? The impact of construal processes on the implicit 

ascription of a national identity”. Contrast to study participants’ explicit knowledge of Kate’s 

European and Lucy’s Asian identity, Lucy was implicitly regarded as being less American than 

Kate. This bias to view Lucy as less American was particularly stronger after the study 

participants either completed the task to categorize the actresses’ ethnic identity or receive 

highlighted information about the actresses’ ethnic identity. 

Asian Americans are well aware of the foreigner biases toward them, and are very sensitive 

toward the identity denial of their Americanness. “Identity denial” in this case is instantiated 

through questions such as what language one speaks or where one is originally from, reminding 

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/selectatest.html
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threatened group members that they do not fully belong in the group of “American”. In the face 

of such a threat, Asian Americans try hard to dispel this misperception of viewing them as 

foreigner and reassert their identity as American. A study conducted in 2005 has shown that even 

for elite Asian American (students enrolled in Stanford University), a simple question of “Do 

you speak English?” doubled the amount of time Asian American students spent on answering 

trivial TV show questions to prove their familiarity with American culture. The same questions 

had shown no significant impact on White students, likely because they have not experienced the 

identity denial of their Americanness (Cheryan and Monin, 2005). 

Other than Asian Americans, many other ethnic minorities in United States, such as Latinos, 

also suffer a persistent cultural stereotype of them as foreigners even though they may consider 

themselves to be just as, if not more, American as their European American counterparts. Being 

perceived to be foreigner is associated with less life satisfaction and more depressive symptoms, 

and is indirectly associated with lower self-esteem via identity denial among of U.S.-born Asian 

Americans and Latinos (Armenta et al. 2013) 

In summary, the foreigner perception and identity denial of Americanness toward Asian 

Americans and other ethnic minorities’ is well documented and can be reinforced by 

categorizing individuals based on their ethnicity/nationality using simple questions such as 

“where do you come from”. This reinforced bias and identity denial will negatively impact the 

psychological well-being of ethnic minorities.  

The current proposed race question, in its effect, promotes the foreigner bias against API 

community. Providing national origin checkboxes for APIs, while not doing the same to people 

of other racial identity is questioning the Americanness of this community. Therefore, I urge the 

census bureau to implement a race question that had the consistent format for every racial group. 

The simplest way is to remove the API subgroup boxes and replace them with two Asian 

American, and Pacific Islander generic checkboxes and write-in areas.  

Best Regards, 

Myra Zhang, Ph.D.  

Woodbridge, CT 

haoxianmyra@gmail.com  
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Appendix 3. Chronology of Fight Against Massachusetts H.3361  

In 2017, Massachusetts State Representative Tackey Chan and others proposed House Bill 

H.3361 to “require state agencies to collect Asian American aggregate data”. This bill 

immediately caused concerns of racial profiling among Asian Americans in Massachusetts. 

Grassroots activists quickly mobilized and put up a heroic fight to defend our civil rights. 

• In early July 2017, leaders of local Asian American associations from several towns of 

Massachusetts met with Representative Tackey Chan and Donald Wong to voice the 

strong objections from their local Asian American communities against H.3361. 

Unfortunately, Rep. Chan and Rep. Wong were not convinced. 

• Later in July 2017, hundreds of Asian Americans protested in front of the State House of 

Massachusetts against H3361. 

• On August 5th-7th, 2017, hundreds of Asian Americans protested at NCSL (National 

Conference of State Legislators) in Boston. Protesters viewed H.3361 as a form of Asian 

registry and messaged strong objection. 

• In the following months, towns in Massachusetts carried out internal surveys of Asian 

Americans to collect the feedback of H.3361. More than 98% of people voted objection in 

their surveys. As a result, Asians Americans from every town (Acton, Arlington, Andover, 

Belmont, Brookline, Lexington, Hopkinton, etc.) started contacting their State 

Representatives and Senators. Asian Americans also published multiple articles on the 

media to express their objections and explain the underlying reasoning. 

• On August 27th, 2017, hundreds of Asian American protested at the Boston Common and 

shared our concerns with fellow Massachusetts residents and visitors on the street. 

• The movement came to a climax on January 30th, 2018 at the public hearing of H.3361 

held at the Massachusetts State House. More than 1,000 Asian Americans attended this 

public hearing, with more than 90% of people expressed their objection by wearing the 

“No H.3361” sticker. People from all kinds of ethnic groups (including Chinese, 

Vietnamese, Hmong,Malaysian, African, Jewish and White Americans) of all 

backgrounds and all ages (from 7-year-old to 70+ years old) testified their objections to 

H.3361. The hearing lasted more than 10 hours, ending around midnight. (Please see 
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media coverage of the historic hearing here: 

https://www.telegram.com/news/20180131/mass-asian-american-data-collection-bill-

sparks-fears-of-profiling) 

• After the hearing, many Asian Americans continued to contact their State Representatives 

and Senators regarding H.3361 to reiterate their objections. They also launched a social 

media campaign on Facebook and Twitter. 

• On February 7th, 2018, State House decided to ask for a re-draft of H.3361 (later 

proposed as H4408). A special committee was established to study the feasibility and 

effects of collecting disaggregate data, wasting taxpayer money. 

• By the end of 2018, H.3361 and its revised version H.4408 both expired and did not pass 

during the 2017-2018 legislative session. 

However, Representative Tackey Chan didn’t give up on his agenda. In early 2019, a new 

data disaggregation bill, H.2681, came out (https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2681). 

The fight continues.  

  

https://www.telegram.com/news/20180131/mass-asian-american-data-collection-bill-sparks-fears-of-profiling
https://www.telegram.com/news/20180131/mass-asian-american-data-collection-bill-sparks-fears-of-profiling
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/H2681
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Appendix 4. Letters to Department of Commerce and Census Bureau 

In April, 2018, the Asian American Civic Engagement Alliance, Asian Americans for Equal 

Rights, Chinese Americans of Lexington (CALex), Chinese American Association of Andovers, 

and Chinese American Network of Winchester jointly sent letters the following American 

leaders to voice our concern:   

• Secretary Wilbur Ross, Department of Commerce; 

• Then-Acting Director Ron Jarmin, Census Bureau; 

• Paul Ryan, then-Speaker of the House; 

• Mitch McConnell, Senate Majority Leader; 

• Senator Ed Markey, Junior Senator from Massachusetts; 

• Representative Katherine Clark, Representative from Massachusetts’ 5th district; 

• Elaine Chao, Secretary of Transportation. 

Below is an excerpt of the letter to the Honorable Wilbur Ross, Secretary of the Department of 

Commerce. 
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      April 7, 2018 

      Asian American Civic Engagement Alliance   

      Asian Americans For Equal Rights  

      Chinese Americans of Lexington (CALex) 

      Chinese American Association of Andovers 

      Chinese American Network of Winchester  

Honorable Secretary Wilbur Ross 

1401 Constitution Ave NW 

Washington, DC 20230 

Subject: Census 2020 Race Box – Why Asian Americans Are Treated Differently?  

Dear Honorable Secretary Ross, 

We, a coalition of Asian American grassroot organizations, are writing to express our 

tremedous concerns with the race box in the proposed Census 2020 form currently before the 

congress and ask for your help so Asian Americans can be treated the same as other races.  

 

Asian Americans are 

treated differently than 

White, African 

Americans and 

American Indians.  

Why???  
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Our request is simple: just make the box for Asian Americans the same as other races. 

  

Singling out Asian Americans in the Census brings back painful memories of 60 years of 
the Chinese Exclusion Act and the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. It 
violates the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment and the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, enforcing the harmful stereotype that Asian Americans are perpetual foreigners. Please 
see Exhibit A for detail.  

 
The Census Bureau almost got it right in a 2017 draft (see Exhibit B). Unfortunately, it 

was reversed in the version eventually submitted to the congress.  
 

The current format is offensive to many Asian Americans, which will result in low 

response rate, missing data and higher cost if the Census workers have to go door to door.  

Your attention is most appreciated. Please feel free to contact us at 978-494-xxxx (cell),  

yuan.li@asianamericans4equalrights.org, or write to: Ms. Yuan Li, (address redacted). 

      Most Sincerely, 

      Asian American Civic Engagement Alliance   

      Asian Americans For Equal Rights  

      Chinese American Association of Andovers 

      Chinese Americans of Lexington (CALex) 

      Chinese American Network of Winchester 

mailto:yuan.li@asianamericans4equalrights.org
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Appendix 5. Asian American Community Leaders Visited D.C. 

In May 16th and 17th, 2018, a group of Asian American community leaders gathered in 

Washington D.C. to attend events hosted by the Honorable Holly Ham of the White House 

Initiative on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (WHIAAPI) and Secretary Elaine Chao of 

the Department of Transportation to celebrate Asian American Heritage Month. The community 

leaders discussed the issue with the Census Bureau and visited congressional offices to delivered 

a flyer co-signed by 41 organizations to the following leaders (order by first name). 

Name  Affiliation 

Ed Perlmutter Congress 

Elaine Chao Department of Transportation 

Elizabeth Esty Congress 

Holly Ham White House Initiative on AAPI 

James P. McGovern Congress 

Jared Huffman Congress 

Jennifer Kim Census Bureau 

Jim Himes Congress 

Jim Himes Congress 

Joe Courtney Congress 

Joe Kennedy III Congress 

John Larson Congress 

Karen Battle Census Bureau 

Katherine Clark Congress 

Kevin McCarthy Congress 

Martha Roby Congress 

Nancy Pelosi Congress 

Paul Ryan Congress 

Rosa Delauro Congress 

Seth Moulton Congress 

Steve Scalise Congress 

Suzanne Bonamici Congress 

Trey Gowdy Congress 

Below is the 3-page flyer that the Asian American community leaders hand-delivered to the 

American leaders or their staff members. 
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   We Asian Americans deserve to be treated the Same as other races. 

PLEASE HELP US FIX THE CENSUS 2020 RACE BOX! 

      

In the current version submitted to the Congress for approval (left), Asian Americans 

are treated differently than White, African Americans and American Indians. Why? The 

Census first implemented a box for Chinese in 1870, coinciding with the anti-Chinese 

immigrant sentiment in the U.S., which eventually led to the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. 

It is time to end this hurtful legacy and we need your help! 

• Please email to director.correspondence@census.gov or call the census bureau at 

800-923-8282; 

• Please contact your Representative and Senator in the Congress. 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members 

 

mailto:director.correspondence@census.gov
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members
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The Census form sets a BAD example.  

Data disaggregation targeting Asian Americans now appears in the mortgage 

application form, the CommonApp (for college application), preschool application and 

even on the death certificate in Minnesota.   

In Massachusetts, thousands gathered at the State House in Boston on January 30, 

2018 to testify AGAINST proposed bill MA H.3361 for state agencies to collect 

disaggregated data for Asian Americans only. 
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This Message is Brought to You by: 

80-20 DCAPAC 

Dallas Fort Worth Political Action Committee 

(DFWPAC) 

Asian American Civic Engagement Alliance  Dallas-Fort Worth Chinese Alliance 

Asian American Coalition for Education Elk Grove Chinese Association 

Asian Americans For Equal Rights  Hopkinton Chinese American Association (HCAA) 

Asian Americans Rights Association Long Island Chinese American Association (LICAA) 

Asian Republican Club of North Texas (ARCNT) Maryland Chinese American Network (MD-CAN) 

Association for Education Fairness MCGOP-Asian American Association 

Boston Forward Foundation Michigan Chinese Conservatives Alliance 

Brookline Asian American Association  Minnesota Alliance for Stopping Ethnicity Registry 

Cast Vote Minnesota Chinese Association  

Cee Huang Taoist Academic Research Center Corporation New York Asian Conservative Alliance 

Chinese American Alliance 

Pennsylvania Northampton County Republican 

Committee 

Chinese American Association of Andovers  Rhode Island Asian American Alliance Group 

Chinese American Association of Orange County San Diego Asian Americans for Equality 

Chinese American Association of Tulsa Shangder Academy of Classical Chinese 

Chinese American Heritage Association Sharon Chinese Association 

Chinese American Network of Winchester  Silicon Valley Chinese Association Foundation 

Chinese American Parents Association of Montgomery 

County Southeastern Connecticut Chinese Cultural Society  

Chinese American Republicans of Massachusetts (ChARM) Tri Valley Asian Association 

Chinese Americans of Lexington (CALex) United Chinese Association of Utah 

 WW-P Education Support Association 

 

Contact us at: yuan.li@asianamericans4equalrights.org or 978-494-xxxx. 

THANK YOU! 

  

mailto:yuan.li@asianamericans4equalrights.org
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Appendix 6. Letter from Dr. Frank Sloan from Duke University 

Below is a letter from Dr. Frank Sloan from Duke University on 2020 Asian Box. 

 

August 4, 2018 

 

Ms. Jennifer Jessup, Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer  

Department of Commerce, Room 6616  

14th and Constitution Avenue NW  

Washington, DC 20230  

(sent via internet at PRAcomments@doc.gov)  

Dear Ms. Jessup:  

I am J. Alexander McMahon Professor of Health Policy and Management and Professor of 

Economics Emeritus at Duke University having just officially retired in June 2018. I am writing 

in response to the recent Federal Register notice (83 FR 26643) regarding data collection 

activities related to the 2020 Census. In particular, I want to express my concern regarding the 

current proposed race questions’ instruction and format on the 2020 Census. I have conducted 

research in health, labor, and public economics for over 50 years with various primary and 

secondary datasets, many of which collect information on race and ethnicity. The proposed race 

question is worded and formatted in a way which is confusing and culturally insensitive, which is 

likely to result in a lower response rate.  

First, the current format is not equitable to people of different racial identities. It treats 

persons who self-identify as Asian and Pacific Islanders (APIs) differently than those who self-

identify in other broad categories. The U.S. Census Bureau is mandated to adhere to the 1997 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB) standards on race and ethnicity, which classify race 

into five major categories-- White, Black or African American, American Indian or Alaska 

Native (AIAN), Asian, and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander (API). The proposed 

question has uniformity in its designated labels and checkboxes for White, African American, 

and AIAN. However, APIs are subdivided into nine race/origin checkboxes, such as Chinese, 

Asian Indian and Native Hawaiian. In addition, it provides two “Other” checkboxes and write-in 

areas for API persons falling outside the nine origins. However, there no parallel for forcing 

White, Black or AIAN persons into an “Other” group.  
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Second, the instructions are not applicable to APIs who have one or more national origins 

listed in the nine API checkboxes. The instruction on the paper version of questionnaire is “Mark 

one or more boxes AND print origins” (Figure 1). For those APIs for whom one or more of the 

nine race/origins apply, it is not possible to follow the “AND print origin” part of the instruction. 

Similarly, the instruction on the internet version is to “select one or more boxes AND enter 2 

origins.” This makes the question even more confusing, since race origin labels and checkboxes 

are presented in a parallel manner (Figure 2). The instruction is particularly confusing for 

multiracial individuals for whom more than one broad category applies. The instruction is 

worded so as to apply to all groups except for persons of Asian origin.  

Participation in and truthful answers to the census are mandatory for all persons who reside in 

the U.S. on the census date. Research ethics specified in the Belmont Report require that 

researchers and research organizations respect all human subjects. The decennial census 

questionnaire is an important research instrument and an official government document, which 

should be formatted and worded in a manner that respects all participants. The current race 

question format will confuse respondents, and result in delayed responses, and increased 

workload for call centers’ assistance.  

I urge the Census Bureau to change the race question format to a form that provides greater 

simplicity and uniformity across racial groups. The simplest way to achieve this objective would 

be to remove the specific API origin checkboxes and replace them with generic Asian/Asian 

American and Pacific Islander labels and checkboxes, combined with a Write-in response area. 

The Census Bureau’s 2015 National Content Test (NCT) data (Figure 3) showed that the race 

question with “Write-in Response Areas” (middle column) elicited detailed origin reporting as 

well as the current proposed question (left column). Even though this test result was based on a 

combined race and ethnicity question, it provides sufficient information on how API persons 

would respond to the question format I am proposing. There is no need for another full testing 

cycle. For researchers who really worry about the loss in the detailed reporting rate between the 

current formatted and the suggested change, I refer to the NCT report. That report states “The 

2015 NCT was not carried out in a decennial census environment, which is difficult to replicate 

without a large-scale communication and partnership program. Because of this and other factors 
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such as increased public awareness and trust in the decennial census, the 2015 NCT likely had a 

lower overall self-response rate than will be seen in the 2020 Census.”  

Sincerely yours,  

Frank A. Sloan  

J. Alexander McMahon Professor of Health Policy and Management and Professor of 

Economics Emeritus  

Duke University  

Durham, North Carolina 
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Appendix 7. Letter from Massachusetts State Senator Dean Tran 
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Appendix 8. Letter from Connecticut Attorney General William Tong 

William Tong has since been elected the Connecticut Attorney General in November, 2018. 
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Appendix 9. Letter from Attorney McMahon to Kellyanne Conway 
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